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Research chal lenges in the investigation of communicative competence

Leah GILNER (Bunkyo Gakuin University)
The communicative competence model is an elaborate construct intended to account for
highly complex, dynamic phenomena. The current model is viewed as encompassing siX
interacting  competencies: linguistic, formulaic, discourse, interactional,
sociocultural, and strategic. This inherent complexity makes research a daunting task.
This presentation will operationalize the communicative competence model with the aim
of facilitating analysis and formal appraisal of learner performance. It will identify
linguistic and sociolinguistic features of communication that can be used as criteria
upon which to measure, track, and describe the performance and development of |earners
Of additional interest, this exercise of deconstruction can serve to illustrate how to
research other complex phenomena in the field of second language acquisition.

Alternative assessment and responsibility in learning

James HIGA (Nanzan Junior College (Part-time lecturer))
One research hypothesis explored in this presentation is that by using alternative
assessments and giving students more responsibility in the classroom, a more motivated
classroom environment can be created. For the purpose of this study, two research
questions were developed: 1. How accurate are self-evaluation and peer assessment? 2
Does alternative assessment have an effect on students’ motivation? In this study, 19
first-year Japanese university students’ classmates peer assessments and self-
evaluations are compared. The results suggest that peer assessment and self-evaluation
do correlate fairly well together; however, the results regarding the effect of
alternative assessment and motivation are not as clear. The presenter will describe the
study, then discuss the results, and will finally discuss future research
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Appropriate for the language classroom? Considering the use of a ‘contentious’
Internet video

Mark REBUCK (Meijo University)
Internet video can be particularly valuable for bringing stimulating content into the
classroom. However, the ease with which technology allows video to be incorporated into
lessons means teachers may increasingly need to consider the suitability for students
of such content. This paper is an investigation into students’ views on a hard-hitting
British road-safety video about which doubts had been raised by fellow teachers. The
students’ reactions to the video are analyzed, and the concerns of other practitioners
addressed. The discussion touches on some key ELT issues, including the relative weight
that should be given to content and linguistic form.
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