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Focusing on Oral and Grammar Skills for TOEIC®
Kayoko Nakagawa, Marie Daito, Shota Hayashi
(Kanazawa Institute of Technology)
Nowadays, many companies use the TOEIC® test to hire and/or promote employees. In response, many
colleges offer TOEIC® preparation courses to help students score higher on the test. This study
investigated how a TOEIC® course focusing on improving students’ pronunciation and grammar skills
contributed to increased TOEIC® test scores. In a study of 63 Japanese EFL college students, pre- and
post-test scores were analyzed. The results indicated statistically significant gain on post-test scores.
Comments collected at the final session revealed that participants were generally satisfied with the course.
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Student Response to Singing in Speaking Classes

Yukiko Yamami

(Nagoya University of Foreign Studies/Part-time)

Singing songs is not only enjoyable but also useful to acquire a second language. Learning an L2 through
musical activities increases learners’ confidence in speaking (Ludke, 2014). This paper examines whether
singing songs in university speaking classes increases willingness to communicate and motivation to speak
English. 30 students were given a questionnaire regarding whether singing weekly motives them to attend
classes and speak English more. 75% of students reported that singing motivated them to study English
more. 71% were further motivated to attend the speaking class. 54% noticed changes in speaking English,
such as gaining confidence in pronunciation.

F2% RHE3IMERIBE)
Using Texts as Portholes for Topic Exploration

Mark Rebuck (Meijo University)
With text-based teaching, it is all too easy to regard the text as a destination, something just to “go through”.
While intensive reading and translation of texts can serve a purpose, written texts should, the presenter will
argue, be used for much more than this. This presentation will show how authentic resources, including
YouTube videos and radio clips, can be used to develop and explore topics raised in the text. Using texts as
a springboard to deepen content understanding is particularly important in ESP contexts, and the examples
in this presentation are from the field of medical English.
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