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Does English for liberal education have to mean general English?

Mark Rebuck (& KZ)

Students studying specialized disciplines are usually provided with ESP classes. Designed to meet students’
specific needs, such classes focus on subject-relevant content. In most Japanese universities, ESP courses commence
in the second year. During the first-year, however, English classes are provided as part of kyoyo kyoiku (& #H),
or liberal education. The kyoyo kyoiku eigo (KKE)—English classes for liberal education—tend to be based on
general content. Yet it could be argued that liberal education should also be tailored to students’ particular academic
and career needs. This presentation reports on a study into pharmacy students’ preferences for KKE. Students chose
their ideal reading class, with the four classes differing in their “content mix” as follows: 1) Wholly EGP (English for
general purposes) 2) EGP with limited ESP 3) Wholly ESP 4) ESP with limited EGP. It was found that over 80 per
cent of students chose either 3 or 4 above. This presentation reports on why students desired a greater ESP emphasis
and considers the objections of those who expressed a preference for more general content. Also considered are the
views of KKE teachers, gathered from interviews, on the EGP-ESP debate.
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