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The Effects of Informing the Quality of Students’ Previous Peer Assessment

Sumie Matsuno (Aichi Sangyo University Junior College)

Using Many-Facet Rasch Measurement, the study investigated whether peer assessment could
be improved in a Japanese university classroom after informing students how each of them
assessed their peers in the previous assessment. The results showed that the students improved
their peer assessment from the first to the second presentations. At the second presentation, the
raters distinguished the presenters’ abilities more effectively, and no misfitting raters were detected.
The number of significant biases decreased from the first to second presentations. Regarding bias
analysis of rater-item interactions, noteworthily, the raters who were informed about their biases
did not make any biases on the second presentation. Moreover, the number of their comments
increased. Overall, peer assessment could get better after informing the quality of their previous
peer assessment.
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The Effectiveness of Mobile Flashcards in Preparing EFL University Students for the TOEIC
Nicholas Duff, Shota Hayashi, Aya Yamasaki (Kanazawa Institute of Technology)

With the growing availability of smartphones, many students now have access to mobile
vocabulary-learning applications. Despite their accessibility and recognized advantages, little
research has been conducted on the effectiveness of mobile flashcard applications as an
instructional aid in beginner-level TOEIC courses at college. Consequently, this study aims to
investigate the successfulness of Quizlet, a mobile flashcard application, as a tool used both inside
and outside the classroom for intentional vocabulary learning in preparing university students for
the TOEIC test. The study involved 162 EFL college students and analyzed the pre and post-test
scores of control and experimental groups. Analysis of two TOEIC IP test scores indicated
comparatively considerable improvement on post-test scores. Post-test surveys also found that
students rated Quizlet as an effective means to study vocabulary.
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