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Topic Selection and its Impact on EFL Student Writing Fluency: Partial Replication of Bonzo 2008

Jeremiah Hall (Meijo University)

Hirata Eric (Nagoya University of Foreign Studies)

This paper partially replicates Bonzo’s 2008 study, which found a significant increase in writing fluency
when students control writing topic selection. The authors collected six timed-writing samples from 52
participants. For three samples, the participants selected the writing topics. For the other three samples, the
authors selected the writing topics. The authors transcribed the writing samples and used text analysis
software to calculate the total word count and the total unique word count for each sample. The fluency
index employed in Bonzo’s 2008 study was then used and a paired samples t-test was performed in SPSS to
measure how topic choice influenced writing fluency. Pre- and post-study mixed-methods surveys, in
addition to post-writing surveys, were used to gather learner preferences on topic selection. The authors
found a statistically significant increase in student writing fluency when students selected their own topics.
The survey responses indicated that students found it easier to continue writing when they controlled topic
selection. The writing fluency index employed by Bonzo and in this study has serious limitations; however,
instructors may find this paper useful when considering topic choices in their writing courses.

H AFE: %Eki%f%ﬁﬁ%Fw%%xéﬁil/t47474/7 IBITA RNy 7 DR
—HERTRIFEEE 2 — A D5y

R IER] (40 1 R )
PN
[EENEZIN
(G RRFERFBEA)

%A@ﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁfi?4?4yﬁ%xf X TR EEREENNERAINTE TS, F
B E 2 — "2 (ICLE) %, Z< OFEFEa— AL, Xz 2T —Z L TIELT
W5, %ii/t47474/7kkwfi\QZ%MKFE/7(7E/7F)LiUFMT
— BN R T HAREMED B S, Yoon (2017) T, — AN 2FEHO R v 7 T v A 2END

wé%”%n~AxKWM£%“ﬁb %t/7®wa@%$®&FZ%@¢ék# TINED)
TW5s, . BUTEASEE R OB =8 F 2 — R8BS by 7 (— A2 RH] 8 FEFAEE)
DECERT %L\ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ(63kﬁ)%ﬁot& A, MY T OFEND D AR RS
ﬂf\—o &’-5Zﬁ HLS%@*E@]\EO/7T2 O%Ojﬁan uunﬁ% I/\T%)%Of_&;%\ ]\t
v I L DENOAREENBIE SN, £, BoFEEE— AT, — AR 2FEHOT »
A ZENTNDT—Z A2 LIz 2 A, MY 7 ORENRNWZ ERNRB I, ARBEKT
I, 29 LIEBEOBIEMREE R L, Xy BA TAT 4 728D ey 7 OFBEIZON

Tt Do



% 128 : DW304
HIERBRFE T n V=7 M—2BE BT D5 A7 OAMRIET 255 —

TR IR (] B2 )

ZOMRITZ. KRFEMNBOTAT 47 - TaPxl NMIBIFTAKX AT DK AEZLEL .
HEWRBREGEL 22BN E T 5, HGEN RFCHET LFERAE (404) ZXI8Ic, Fir/th
8 BbE LAMNEANBEE 12X LRGEDFRLF A ER T 67 0= 7 R &fTW, T—~ZREL ey
ZIZBHME LT, [T —r e A= 07 ) [BRAEANDO=—XZMD] [V —FREmD] [5]
MiEzms) TR LEZHD) T8 « V=T 47| REEBOX A7 2#FE L, KEICIED K
DLR—=FT, BBRICN-T2F A7 =D LRAFHEBIZOWTSMEIZE IR ZROSHT Lz,
FER,. 7 - U—FT 027 (191 :475%)) [7L—> « A h—3207 (131F:325%) ) U —
R&m5 (61 :15%) ] TRHELZmMS 2 1 :5%) ] [5IHEZSS 014 :0%) ] [F5RSEA
D=—R%=mM>b O :0%) ] 20, 7 - V—F47 & [TL—r A= 7] N
REKTIE ST, TET « V=T 7] T, ZHRRHARLTRE PR EOERNEL, —F
(TL—2 c AN—=X U7 TlE, TAT 4 TIRRIEL -T2/ EOBRNBR SN o 1o, SRR
REeB2RTHE LEHEREREFZRDZ AT OFNENREL . SHROREVGBEHE BT T4
T4 TREENE DR TH D EE R D,

% 2% : DW305
Evaluating the Success in Preparing Non-English Majors for Study Abroad Programs

Nutt Julyan (Tokai Gakuen University)

Students were asked to evaluate, by means of an open-ended questionnaire, the usefulness of the English
conversation courses offered at our university on returning from study tours to Taiwan and Canada, with the
aim of improving the conversation courses offered.

1) Positive responses
Approximately 75 percent of students responded positively citing usefulness in basic everyday
conversations and self-introductions.

2) Improvements

Increasing the amount of class time devoted to listening, speaking, and pronunciation were suggested as
possible improvements. Textbooks with dedicated pronunciation practice will be selected in the future, as
this is not addressed at present.

3) Attitude

Students’ attitudes towards English had also improved overall with many students wanting to study
harder and some further adding they now understood the importance of English and how it changed their
worldview. Some of the more inspirational quotes will be used as part of the orientation for our English
conversation courses.
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Task-based Teaching in Large Non-English-major University Classes : Defining aims, selecting
methods

Daniel Dunkley (Aichi Gakuin University)

In the last 20 years there has been a trend to foster student autonomy in second language learning. One
result of this is the growth of task-based learning. (Pica et al, 1993; Willis, 1996). It is argued that if the
tasks are carefully designed, then students can achieve steady progress in their speaking and listening
skills (Skehan, 1996).

This presentation describes the process of implementation of task-based learning in a
university freshman English Oral Communication class for non-specialist students with fairly high
numbers (over 35 students). Based on his experience in the General Studies Department of Aichi Gakuin
University, the presenter will explain his conclusions about realistic aims and appropriate tasks.
Furthermore, strategies for the successful implementation of tasks, and for evaluating the effectiveness of
the approach will be suggested.,

Integrating CLIL and CBI into Courses at Home and Abroad

Gregory A. King
David Laurence

Tadashi Shiozawa

(Chubu University)

For nearly ten years, Chubu University’s Department of English Language and Culture has offered a
series of courses utilizing a Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL) framework to give our
students a broader English language education than the traditional four-skills courses. This “eigo de
manabu” (study in English) series covers a number of topics, including American, British, and Australian
current events and culture and second language acquisition, and is supported by a strong content-based
instruction (CBI) course during a four-month study abroad program in which many of our students take
part.

This presentation will describe these courses and how they fit into the department’s broader curriculum,
and report on the results of surveys, data from course satisfaction surveys, and supporting interviews. This
data positively shows how the CLIL and CBI programs have increased student interest in language and
content. They also show that the approaches led to greater engagement with coursework, the curriculum,
the department, and even the students’ quality of life while studying overseas. Lessons learned with respect
to course design and integration into a curriculum will also be discussed, as well as ideas for implementing
similar content-based instructional courses in other contexts and settings.



#% 358 : DW306
ZRABITEP, aIasrr—va VEHOREREBTLE _SHEIBIIBITIRIAY—FRE

gnA T (R ILREE)

JRERZS % PR (Chomsky 1981 fif) (ZH:S < 5 “SREEMIIEICIW T, il E (UG) D
CEEESA~0Eb Y NMEREN TV (lonin 2003, lonin, Ko, & Wexler 2004, Kume 2016 1),
JRE ARG Clix, SN UG OJFELE A% O S FEHNIC S S BHER EOMAEDEIZ L -
THREREESMTOND ERESNTWDEN, F SiEEEICBWTH UG ~DT 7 & ANA[HET
HU ., BHEOFHFEIZL > TH _SEBEENMTOND V) FETH D, ARETIE, BHHX
BN LD _SEEEmARE L LT, MFERFLEO THARTRHIIH LED LN TNDHF
AV ZATHEM, 2Ia=r—Ta VEROFEFEHBIZBW TR OIS )D& 5 Zei#aeiE o R4
7ol (BN 2015) ZHNC, # AV Z(TEM, aIa=r—ra VEUOFEGEHEN LT
BEEFE FORMBERICOWTHERTH L &5,

Q) A B
a. What’s this? *Book. That is a book.
b. Where is the pen? *Table. (It’s) on the table.

ERINGERTALIIC, aIa=r—3a b ORAPDIZTALRBEINESN, TEEL LT
I B DANKBARETH DH, ARBETIE., HAEFED RN+ 72 B 39555 0EDIE L WERE 2 9
MEICE EE DT, F _SEEECB T AEBHEREDRNL bR MEEZ 7632 L &R
L7zuy,

Motivational Changes through Extensive Reading

Asami Nakayama

Paul Dickinson

(Meijo University)

This study investigates what effect and changes Japanese university students have through doing
Extensive Reading (ER) activities for a year. Previous research on ER has reported various benefits for
learners such as improved reading comprehension, vocabulary, reading motivation, and general L2
proficiency. However, little research has been conducted into how ER influences their motivation as an L2
learner. To see the changes, we conducted the questionnaire on reading attitudes (Yamashita, 2007 and
2013) and added some items selected from the Motivational Factors Questionnaire (MFQ) developed by
Ryan (2009) on the ldeal L2 self, which is one of the main motivational factors and refers to the
representation of one’s aspiration or wishes. We will mainly show the statistical results of the first survey
conducted in 2017 before the reading class started and introduce our reading programme. We hope our
study will allow us to understand how the students’ motivation and reading attitudes change over time.
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Incorporating Technology into English Classes as a Means of Developing Classroom Interaction with
Japanese University Students

Keita Kodama(Meijo University)

The purpose of this presentation is to describe and explore the use of the Meijo University’s “Webclass”
system. It is a Web site program that offers an online-chat forum for all the students at Meijo University. It
is a real-time live chat communication platform for students, and they can login during classes to post their
opinions, ideas, answers to questions in textbooks, etc. | have incorporated this system into the classes
which include reading, discussion, and writing to encourage the classroom interaction and to facilitate
students’ communication abilities.

Utilizing the system enables both teachers and students to share what goes on in class efficiently. Also
this system is a highly effective strategy to promote students’ classroom engagement. Particularly, it works
very well with pair and group work, as it offers opportunities that stimulate learning experience and
enhance sense of participation in collaborative-learning style tasks as a member of the team.

In this presentation, I would like to illustrate the practical way of using “Webclass” in accordance with
various situations in different classes, demonstrating a lot of screen-shot records on the chat-forum from
each class. Lastly, | would like to discuss the further possibilities and drawbacks of the use of an online
devise in Japanese University settings.
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