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Digital Citizenship Education — Perspectives for Foreign Language Teaching

Christiane Liitge (Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich, Germany)

Abstract

Digital Citizenship Education (DCE) has emerged as a supranational priority, as has been
strongly affirmed through recommendations issued by the Council of Europe. This educational
initiative seeks to empower younger citizens to participate actively and responsibly in a digital society
and to foster their skills of using digital technologies effectively and critically.

In order to facilitate the implementation of DCE in schools and in curricula across Europe,
subject-specific adaptations are required, which are still lacking. This would include a thorough
adaptation of DCE principles and objectives into foreign language education (FLE) — a field at the
heart of a unified vision of European and global education that involves the fostering of foreign
language competencies needed for intercultural communication, mutual exchanges and civic action.

Against this backdrop, Dice-Lang, a three-year Erasmus+ project aims at modeling the specific
perspectives of FLE into available European initiatives of DCE. In this presentation general objectives

and practical implications will be addressed.

Biodata

Christiane Liitge is professor at the Ludwig-Maximilians-University of Munich (LMU) where she holds
the Chair of Teaching English as a Foreign Language. She is also the director of the Munich Centre of
Teacher Education. Her areas of expertise in research and teaching include digital literacy and literary
learning, literature in the foreign language classroom, as well as Global Citizenship Education and
transcultural learning in EFL. She is a co-editor of the volumes The praxis of diversity (Palgrave
Macmillan 2020) and of Digital Teaching and Learning: Perspectives for English Language Education
(Narr 2021). She has recently set up a third-party funded project on Digital Citizenship Education
(DiCE.Lang) in collaboration with researchers from Ireland, Portugal, Italy and Latvia.
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