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The Speech Accent Archive
Leah Gilner (Bukyo Gakuin University)

The Speech Accent Archive (http://accent.gmu.
edu/howto.php), compiled by Steven H.
Weinberger at George Mason University, contains
a collection of speech samples from speakers of
English around the globe. All of the speakers
have been recorded reading the same elicitation
paragraph. A phonetic transcription is provided
for each sample. The website also gives
biographical data for each speaker including:
birth place, age, native language, other languages,
years and type of English language study as well
as time spent living in English-speaking
countries. In this way, the Archive serves as a
database that can be used for systematic study
and comparison of international accents.

The Archive is a valuable tool for linguists and
language learners alike. Here, I would like to



emphasize its usefulness as a language learning
resource. The global use of English implies that
we as teachers cannot anticipate with whom our
students might need to communicate. Therefore,
it is in principle necessary for our students to
develop a flexible ear in order to help them
understand a wide range of accents. Teaching
listening fluency in this context is greatly
facilitated by the material available on the
Speech Accent Archive website, either for use in
class or as a self-study aide.

The website is easy to navigate. The user can
search for recordings of speakers from a specific
region by choosing from an alphabetized list of
native languages or by clicking on a map of the
world. The clickable map is particularly useful
since the user can easily see where each speaker
is from and how many samples there are for a
certain area. This makes it possible to choose
which accents to focus on at a given time and to
plan a course of progress.
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