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The International Dialects of English Archive

Leah Gilner (Bunkyo Gakuin University)

Following up on the resource that I described
in the previous issue, I would like to introduce
The International Dialects of English Archive
(http://www. dialectsarchive.com/). This archive
provides another means by which to promote
listening fluency through exposure to a wide
range of accents. The Archive currently contains
about 1,000 audio samples of English spoken by
individuals around the world. Each contributor to
the archive has provided a recorded reading of
one of two elicitation passages (texts available on
the short demonstration of

Orthographic

site) plus a

spontaneous free speech.
transcriptions are generally provided for each
and editors' commentaries

recording on

observable characteristics are often included.

According to its founder, Professor Paul Meier
from the University of Kansas, the original
objective of the website when founded in 1997
was to provide actors with authentic samples and
real-life models of accents that could be used to
create dramatic characters. It is no surprise that
IDEA has become a valuable resource for a range
of fields, including applied linguistics, given the
nature of the data that it captures. One's ability
to process input and break down the speech
stream into recognizable units depends on a
combination of experience, exposure, and
expectations. The audio recordings available on
IDEA allow wusers to control the input and
increase familiarity through deliberate repetition

and study. This process increases experience and

exposure which in turn promote broader
expectations, resulting in better listening
comprehension.

The website has
interface renewal that makes it very user-friendly.

recently undergone an

It is fully searchable by country, state, and

province as well as by characteristics of each



speaker, such as ethnicity, age, and occupation.
Additionally, the

indicates the origin of the speaker of a particular

Global Map view clearly

sample and the number of samples available for
a given region,
to

implementation.

thus facilitating a systematic
and
The Archive could also be a
helpful self-study tool for motivated students.

approach instructional planning
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