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The 6th Waseda ELF International
Workshop
Leah Gilner
(CCHREBRERF)

The 6th Waseda ELF International
Workshop, hosted by the ELF Research
Group Waseda and the JACET ELF-SIG,
took place November 11th and 12th at
Waseda University. The theme of the
workshop was written ELF for academic
and business purposes. The first day
featured Special Lectures by Professor
Maria Kuteeva from Stockholm University
and Professor Anna Mauranen from the
University of Helsinki. The events on the
second day included several individual
presentations and a panel discussion.

On the first day, Prof. Kuteeva’s talk
illustrated how academic writing is shaped
by field-specific concerns which novices
absorb through contact and interaction
with the discourse of more experienced
community members. These observations
were further corroborated by the interplay
of cognitive, microsocial, and macrosocial
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factors depicted by Prof. Mauranen. These
talks made apparent both the impact of
input and exposure on  shaping
communicative practices and the need to
adapt writing instruction to the rhetorical
conventions and devices that shape
academic publication in the range of
disciplinary disciplines represented by
particular students.

On the second day, the panelists
provided stimulating perspectives on
processes related to academic writing. Prof.
Saori Sadoshima (Waseda University)
described how the Waseda University
Writing Center, established more than 10
years ago, embraces inclusive,
multilingual approach in training its tutors
and advising its visitors. Prof. Tim Stewart
(Kyoto University) shared his experiences
as an editor on various international
journals and his observations on how
media and technology appear to be
influencing traditional views related to the
way academics disseminate information.
Prof. James D’Angelo (Chukyo University)
imparted insights regarding the integration
of ELF-aware perspectives into the
management of an academic journal,
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suggesting a delicate balance between
preserving writers’ voices and maintaining
accepted standards.

In its incipient stages, ELF study has
focused primarily on spoken interaction.
Thus, the workshop provided participants
with  perspectives worthy of further
consideration and empirical study. For
further details, including abstracts of
individual presentations, please refer to the
worshop programme available at the ELF
Research Group Waseda website. (URL.:
https://sites.google.com/site/welfrg/home)
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