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Towards a Japanese Language Portfolio
Paul Wicking (Meijo University)

The European Language Portfolio has been used across Europe for over a decade. A
number of studies have reported benefits for students and teachers alike, in terms of
promoting transparency, accountability, motivation and autonomy. This presentationwill
suggest a format for a language portfolio tailored to the specific needs of Japanese
learners. This portfolio is currently being trialled at a large private university in
central Japan, in compulsory classes for non-English majors. The theoretical foundation
of the portfolio will be explained, its design and implementation will be described,
and preliminary results of student feedback will be presented and analyzed.
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Designing and Creating a Variety of Classroom Materials
John Spiri (Gifu Shotoku Gakuen University)
Even with the availability of many textbooks, readers, and other teaching materials,

there are compelling reasons to create your own. Homemade materials can specifically
target the interests and levels of a particular group of students and be improved from
year to year. From a teacher’s development perspective, the process of making materials
can help teachers deepen their understanding of vocabulary acquisition, become
familiarized with academic websites that do tasks |ike vocabulary profiling, and learn
how to use desktop publishing software. Ways to create handouts as wel | as bound materials
will be described and sample final products shared.
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